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The genus Stenophis Boulenger, 1896 currently contains 15 species of Malagasy boigine
(opisthoglyphe) snakes which previously were included in the genus Lycodryvas.
Domergue (1993 resurrected the generic name Stepophis for the Malagasy taxa and
described eighl new species (Y. capurond, S carlet, N citrings, N iarakaensis,
5. inopinae, S jaosoloa, S psendogranuliceps, 5. tnlearensis). bul unlortunately
presented only an extremely abbreviated paper without detailed species diagnoses and
withoul justification of the generic resurrection, We here continue using the name
Stenophiy expecting that the data on which this resurrection 15 based will still be
published. Domergue (1995) also proposed the division ol Stenophis inw three
subgenera: Srenophiy Boulenger, 189G, Plusalivella Domergoe, 1995 and Parastenophis
Domergue, 1995

Stenopius are slender arboreal and nocturmal colubrnd snakes (Domergue 1995) with a
special puptl shape (Cadle 19961 One ol the recently deseribed species. Stenophiy
citrinus Domergue, 1995 is a remarkably colourful snake, with a bright yellow dorsal
and ventral colour and black crosshands, Unly tour specimens of the snake have been
deseribed so far in the literature: The holotype from Analabe-Beroboka (MNHN
[97R:2790; Domergue 1995), one specimen rom the Kimndy [orest (ZFMEK 39794:
Glaw und Vences 14996a), and two specimens [rom Antsinegy (MRSN R15631-2;
schimmenti and Tesu 1997), All these localities are located in arid western Madagascar.

Recently, several hve specimens of Stenophis citrinns were exported from Madagasear.
One female of approsimately 50 cm total leneth was noported w the USA during
November 1997, As reported by the keepers of the specimens o W.B. Love, thas female,
ancd all of the other imported specimens. refused to feed on néwborn mice or Anolis
lizards in captivity. In late December 1997 the keeper of the female snake noted a
swelling of the midbody. Shortly later the specimen gave birth o two well developed
Juveniles. The nconates (fiz. |; phomwgraphed wathin two days aller ther birth) were
much more slender than the udult female, measuring about 1820 cm. They showed a
sumilar eolour pultern as the adulis, but the dorsal colour was Tight brown instead of
yvellow, and (the ventral colour light beige with pinkish shade. It cannot be excluded that
this duller colouration was partly due to them approaching 4 shed soon, as the dullness
had a “milky™ look which other snakes typically show prior to moulting,

ao Lar, reproductive data ure only known for two Stenopiis species. Mertens (19535)
obtained voung from a female of Stenophis preudoeranuliceps (as Lveodrvas
granuliceps), and Domergue (pers. conun.) observed i the same species that four voung
were bornoat the end of January by a female. The same author (pers. comm,) reported
that a dissected female of Stenopfuy carleri contained 4 eggs of 43 x ¥ mm,
S psendogrannficeps, 5. carlen, and S, eitrinns have 17 dorsals and at least some divided
subcauduls and therelore belong to the subgenus Stenophis scosu Domergue { 1995),
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Plate 10 Female of Stenophis citrinns with two neonates, photographed within two days
alter birth of the juvendesy. Photo by W.B, Love

S carlert oceurs m humid south-eastern Madagasear, whereas 5. pseuwdogranudicepy and
& ceteins imhabit and western Madagascar. The fact that both latter species give birth o
_ill"n"f.‘rll|-.‘h el indicate that I|]L‘_‘-.- el £ L.'|l1.*~.i.'|_1.- related,

he pertod o birth of the juvemles in S citrinus (lare Docember) corresponds with the
peitk ol the rany season n Madigasear, and 15 in accordance with the pattern observed
m most other Madagascan repules which mamly reproduce during the rainv season
(Gilaw and Vences 1996a)
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